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THE WHITE HOUSE | lv\i‘u')

WASHINGTON

August 12, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETAR AVID MATHEWS

o -

FROM: JIM CA

I am writing in response\to your memoranda of July 16

and June 18 in which you p se to create an interagency-
committee to review and coordinate Federal agency policies
and actions in DNA research supported or conducted by NIH
in light of the recent NIH guidelines.

Since you would have the authority to establish the committee
without the President's approval, according to the General
Counsel of HEW, we have no objection and feel the decision

is best made by you.

If you decide to create such a committee and feel that a
letter from the President to the heads of departments and

agencies urging their cooperation would be useful, please
send me a draft letter.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

I have been following with great concern the investigat’

003

intc the cause of the tragic outbreak of i1llness in Pennsylvania

this past week. All Americans Joln me, I am sure; in the r

sympathy for the famllies of the more than 20 people whe nhave

died and thelr hope for the speedy recovery of those peopl-=
currently under treatment.

I am greatly relleved that these tragic deaths were not
the result of swine flu. But let us remember one thing:
they could have been. The threat of swine flu outbreak this
year 1s still very genulne. Data from the scientific
community still clearly supports the need for a full-scale
inoculation program. Clinlcal tests conducted to date
slearly demonstrate that the vaccine 1s both safe and

effective. There is no excuse to let the leglislative progrea:

that I proposed seven weeks ago -- a program that could safecuard

the lives of many, many Americans -- be delayed any longer.

Health, Education, and Welfare Secretary Mathews and the

ieaders of Congress reported to me on Wednesday that after

long hours of hearings, discussions, and negotiations, Congr=ss

finally would act yesterday to pass legislation to nrovide
swine flu vaccine to all the American people. Needless to
sey. I was keenly disappointed to learn last evening that the
news from the doctors in Pennsylvania has led to another

slowdown in the Congress. . ; :

I am frankly dumbfoundg/d that Congress., which took
the time and effort to enact 1lll-advised legislation to
exempt its own Members from\State income taxes. has failed
vo0 act to proteet 215 millioh Americans from the threat
of swine flu. Drug manufacturers have produced over 100
million doses of swine flu vaccin:e 1n bulk form, but the
vaccine has not been prepared in cuitable dosage form,
pending action by the Congress.

Because of these legislative delays,6 we are, at this
moment, at least six weeks away from beginning an effective
inoculation program. iHad Congress acted promotly after I
submitted my proposal. we would hcve been in a position to
dispatch shipments of vaccine todey.

As President, I cannot accept any further dilly--dallying

by the Congress on this legislation that could be vital to
the health and safetly of our people.

L call on the Congress to act quickly -~- before 1its
next recess -- so that the hea.ta of the American people
will be fully protected.
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THE WHITE AOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 27, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY
THRU: JACK MARSH
FROM: MAX FRIEDERSDORF i;jf”j 5

Press inguiries have been received from Nick Thimmesch
and John Lofton regarding the administration's position
on the amendment to the Labor/HEW appropriations bill
banning the use of federal funds for abortions.

As you know, the Hyde amendment passed the House and is
in disagreement with the Senate version.

The inguiries from Lofton to me came in the form of a letter
which I have merely acknowledge.

Thimmesch's guestions came after I retured his fifth phone
call this afternoon with the concurrence of Jack Marsh
who anticipated what the question might be.

Thimmesch said that Carter has taken a position in support
of the Hyde amendment which, of course, if inconsistent with
other Carter statements and the Democratic platform.

At the time of thes floor consideration of the Hyde amendment
Hyde reguested our position and I ran the amendment through
the system here at the White House but we never took a
formal position. '

I recommend this issue be analyzed by Jim Cavanaugh and Mike
Duval because I am sure we can anticipate further press

inguiries because of the strong focus on the CQﬂg:@SSlonal
legislation.

cC: Ron Nessen
Jim Cavanaugh
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